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Fossils: Clues to the Past

by Cindy Sherwood
T

Everybody knows that dinosaurs once roamed the ea
how do we know that fact? Dinosaurs i
lived many millions of years ago and there were no pho
taken of them (or any people around to take those ph ;
Yet scientists do have proof of dinosaurs, thanks to fossil
iy
A fossil is what is left of an animal or a plant along tim;‘k' ¢
it dies. Fossils are the buried parts of ‘ Ty
living things that have been preserved from a -diﬁefé‘
geological time period. You can think of fossils as
Ancestors of today’s animals and plants. To be considere
fossil, the remains must be at least 10,000 years old.

Usually when an animal or plant dies, it decomposes.
reans it rots away to nothing over time. But sometimes
animal gets buried at the bottom of an ocean in layers of
sand or mud called sediment. Over many years, the anima
skeleton gets crushed by more layers of sediment. Eventt

1t t.he sediment hardens into rock over the bones, which decay. When that happens, minerals slc
replace the bones and make a cast of the skeleton in the same shape as the original.‘MiIlf

yéglrs later, the rock surrounding the skeleton surfaces after an earthquake or after erosion ?,
wind and rain. '

The fossil is then just waiting to be found, perhaps by someone like you digging i
ground! f[Here are some other, more unusual ways for fossils to form. Scientists‘_hav

jbf animals that died instantly when a volcano erupted, their bones prese!
1all bugs or insects caught in tree sap can become fossils when the sap
‘ lled amber. And animals trapped in sticky natural asphalt or ta

material ca
e most famous example of these fpssils can be found right inth_

ty, Los Angeles. Scientists hav ?av’eredmore than three.
he La Brea Tar Pits, inclu 'ihg"% f‘réfé_’c?ftﬂédca.ts and man

e to dig up more fossils |
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well. Paleontology (pay-lee-un-tall'-ﬂuh-gge
he history of life on earth, using fossils as the e
f you love dinosaurs and you want to know
what happened on earth thousands or mlllld :
2o, maybe someday you can make your Ilvlnm

“P f05<||sl

a) Which of the following statements is true abol

1.Thg ossils.onrecord.date ba

2) Only large animals, like dinosaurs, mam
becoming fossilized.

profession.

4 You are likely to find a fossil after it has been br‘o
or even a natural disaster. i ﬂq )

bh) Where are you most likely to discover a fossil?

1) in North America, only

2) in Asia, only

3) all continents except Africa
4) anywhere-on-earth

¢) Using the information in the article, describe o

ey o ey B e
vl 3o e TR
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L ifios - of e

d) Inyour own words, describe what the La Brea Ta
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