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Mercury in Fish

Mercury is a highly toxic metal found in neon signs,
fluorescent lights, older thermometers, and certain
Kinds of telescopes. Although scientists today
understand that mercury Is extremely poisonous, and
soItis found in only a small number of products, in the
past mercury were used in many common household
objects. Mirrors, hats, photography equipment,
ind even several kinds of medicines used to contain
various levels of mercury. Prolonged contact with mercury can be very dangerous for h :
secause we now know how toxic mercury uman beings.
;. chemists and other people who work with mercury are ¢
«hile most household objects no longer contain mercur

areful to limit their ex

Posure to it. However

Y- and most people are -

heir jobs, there is still a significant amount of mercury in something that many Ot exposed to it at
~eople eat on a regular basis: fish.

rhe mercury we might find in a can of tuna is most likel
viercury, which is naturally found in coal, is
ransformed into energy,

er that are located hu
plants.

ibsorb mercury in the seawater. Shrimp e

. at the mercuryfilled algae, and then the shri
oy herring, which are eaten by trout, whic

mp are eaten
h are eaten by albacore tuna.

‘C‘ncg a fish eats another creature containing mercury, the mercury does not leave that fish's body,
“Winstead it is stored in fat. Therefore,

; the mercury continually accumulates as more mercury-
‘foﬂtaminated fish are eaten. There may not be very much mercury in any one of the
‘atures at the lower levels of the food chain,

like the shrimp or the herring, for example. Yet
“ause the tuna eats so many of the mercu

ry-contaminated fish, the mercury concentration in the
145 body is much higher than it is in the herring’s body.

%spite the toxict d the widespread nature of fish contamination, there is no need for
he € toxicity of mercury an widespread

. UBlic to be overly apprehensive. Many popular fish, such as salmon, catfish, shrimp, or tilapia,

q«;e Jenerally safe to eat, Other f fish, especially tuna and grouper, should only be eaten in modcnth:

meu,ng Children and pregnant women should be especially cautious about how many Servings of -
cur"‘Contaminated fish they have per week.

) il A
.
o Fs &



Vocabulasy
Ceclain 3 Cieclo Suih: | Sewmajanie
Kinde = Tipos Bhricnpoz Camardh
AHLQ\Q\«: Aunque Hevrinr:a= Acengul
House he\d=  familiar Teoet:  Trocho

Thaicls! S0 Flled = Lleno
lﬂo&zver- Sin ew\Lorcac ,rLerzrcxe- Por \o “'cﬂ\“o
V)L;\e > T‘!em‘:o : .Any..‘-_'_ .A,\g\““:’ /d |

Shil: Todawie | \idespreodz Exlerdido/a
Might = Podeta f'f'__i__: Despitez A ?e'sc;; de

- | 3 TU"‘Q - A‘}Uh —— A??&Lﬂnihlc " A?YQ\'\S‘ \IO

:w COC;‘ leaén- -AF__;,--:—L\:J:a:Q;Tlta‘D\Q (PG.Z')

L R . <-_,~¢_i._,__
;_ \:“uc\r\ - _Cgo\\ i .__!_ §e(\rmcas c ¥ ebrc.u:me.s

[ As 3 [Cotil | hl :_ l‘iadfs_:g\— Caﬁ:a.\\a (.PE 2y

b il R TS SR T PR I e "OmE YR S 4 = L S .——4'——-———-— By

p Lnke.s ’;“LQ%“ - % | irstd's_c‘L‘ é\:u\d« = S

- e T ¢ PO L T e $ f—;pw.n - ~7-~'—r—$_¢_-+- ¥ IR S N

— Rt\RrS -.L_&DJ, : - f—'“‘ ¢_g% f r % 4 T

e r-_-._“.__g.._— — —4 ) J’ﬁ —‘r——-%—!f---‘ &——0—- y — f_+—-

- dﬁd’&_‘,__l_&r - Lﬁ S | % ? - 2

¥ L W L’-h( R

*‘]’“ P 4 : Trl ST
— > { A0 Y ST AR e TR O P .




It is recommended that people in these groups not eat more than 2 servings of merc uryq,m.m.m

fish per week. Fish with the highest levels of mercury include shark, swordfish, and king orel 4
people should avoid eating large amounts of these kinds of fish, and no one should eay these “‘l
more frequently than once a month "

(1) The primary purpose of the passage is to
Q\, warn people who work at coal plants about the dangers of mercury
‘ inform people about the presence of mercury in edible fish
Q\ familiarize people with the history of mercury in industrial products

@ instruct people about the process of biomagnification

@ Based on information in paragraph 1, it can be inferred that only older thermometers Contain
mercury because

‘ older thermometers do not work as well as newer models

(b) newer thermometers were made using coal power; older thermometers were made before
coal power was in widespread use

@ thermometers with mercury were made before people understood how dangerous mercury
is

@ thermometers made in earlier times used older technology

@ In the final paragraph, the author argues that

(a) itis not safe to eat any seafood
@ only children and pregnant women must be cautious about the fish they consume
‘ people must think carefully about what kinds and amounts of fish they are eating

@ itis only safe to eat the most popular varieties of fish

@ Using your own words, explain the concept of biomagnification.
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