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g» Read the following text and answe! the questions.

lues to the Past

y Sherw00d
Everybody knows that dinosaurs once roamed the earth But

how do we know that fact? Dinosaurs
lived many millions of years ago and there were no photq
aken of them (or any people around to take those phOtosus;

vet scientists do have proof of dinosaurs, thanks to fossils
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of an animal or aplant a long time aft
er

A fossil is what is Jeft
buried parts of

it dies. Fossils are the
living things that have been preserved from a different

geological time period. You can think of fossils as th
'« animals and plants. To be considered :
a

ancestors of today’s a
fossil, the remains must be at least 10,000 years old.

Usually when an animal or plant dies, it decomposes. Th
mgans it rots away to nothing over time. But SOmetimés 3
animal gets buried at the bottom of an ocean in la il
sand or mud called sediment. Over many years, the a:/:.rs 9f
B the sedimenthardensint skeleton gets crushed by more layers of sediment. EventImal ;
% R il mc; lZock over the bones, which decay. When that happens, minerals slua"y’
— years later, the rock surr Rd cast of the skeleton in the same shape as the original. Milli o
Sihar o ounding the skeleton surfaces after an earthquake or after erosiolr?? g

rom

The fossil i
s then just waiti
ground! There ar é So"\:veag::g to be found, perhaps by someone like you digging it up fi
Skre'letons of animals that dizz r;c;: u?usual ways for fossils to form. Scientists have gi SIE
ash. Small bu ; ntly when a volca . scovered
gs or insect : no erupted, their bones :
?Oldlen material called ar:bc:ruz:;m t'ree|5ap can become fossils when the sagrsas}f(;VEd e
ossils. The most f : animals trapped in sticky n ens int
. atural asphalt 0a
biggest ci amous example of these fossi ;i phalt or tar can turn
ty, Los Angel s e fossils can be found right in the mi urn into
Age at the L geles. Scientists have un ght in the middle of Californi
. a Brea Tar Pits, includi covered more than three milli , ifornia’s
continue to dig u s, including saber-toothed cats and illion fossils from the |
p more fossils all the time nd mammoths. And scientists th e
’ ere

Huge dinosa
. ur skeletons
is a dinosaur call are probably the m i
ed sauroposei ne most famous kinds of fossi
;v:;: qr;e‘ét long and weizhet;%c())ntc()sr?;e -tc;,h-puh-sie’-dun). Scientists t:fi.nlhtim:atcgeSt Sy
- The tiniest dinosau i —that equals 120 s type of di
AT rf : ,000 pounds! : inosa
which is about the size of aoks;i:( w?s found in China. Microrapptorr]c\i/:é L alwa;;
of cereal. Even tinier are the smalle:tc;gly_labout a foot long
ssils ever disco '
vered,

ber-gre
en algae that i
al ivedons : :
gae are also the very oldest focs):;f;OCk-‘% in Africa more than three billi
ver found on years ago. Bl
' - blue-green

Fossils give
us a wonderful wi
window i
Into our past. Today the science of stud
advi e
ying fossils is alive and
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el paleontology (pay-lee-un-tall-uh-gee) is the study of
he history of life on earth, using fossils as the evidence. 50

you love dinosaurs and you want to know more about
what happened on earth thousands or millions of years
200 maybe someday you can make your living by digging

up fossils!

@ Which of the following statements is true about fossils?

@ The oldest fossils on record date back to the time of the first hu ivi
mans living in North
America.

Only large animals, like dinosaurs mammoths, and
: 3 ' ' sabertooth
becoming fossilized. ed cats, are capable of

@ It is becoming harder and harder for scientists to find fossi
sils, so paleontology i
9y Is a dying

profession. b B

ou are likely to find a fossil after it has been brought to the surface by wi
or even a natural disaster. y wind or rain erosion

@ Where are you most likely to discovera fossil?

(p)in North America, only |

(2) in Asia, only =

@ all continents except Africa 3
O anywhere on earth

(¢) Using the information in the article, describe one way a fossil can form
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In your own words, describe what the La Brea Tar Pits are
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