A _Pn.“uwu-v-g_—_

ady Imowsﬂ'lat dinosaurs once oan
that fact? Dinosaurs
-many s of years ago and there
taken of them (or any people around to take
: Vét-'sciefitists do have proof of dinosaurs, thanks |

Afossil is what is left of an animal or a plantalong

it dies. Fossils are the buried parts of

: Innng thmgs that have been preserved from

! time period. You can think of fo
ancestors of today’s animals and plants. To be

fossﬂ the remainsmust be at least 10,000 years old.

¥ Usually when an animal or plant dies, it decomposs

- means it rots away to nothing over time. But som
~ animal gets buried at the bottom of an ocean in
v sand or mud called sediment, Over many years,

skeleton gets grushed by more layers of sediment.
E  the sedimeanto rock over the bones, which decay. When that happens, m
= replace the bones and make a cast of the skeleton in the same shapeas the original.

"~ yearslater, the rock surrounding the skeleton surfaces after an  garthquake or after e
wind and rain. -
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The fossil is then just waiting to be found, perhaps by someone like you digging it
?dﬂhere are some other, more unusual ways for fossils to form, Scientists have
skeletons of animals that died jpstantly when a volcano erupted, their bones pres
ash. Small bugs or insects caught in tree sap can become f?ssﬂs when the sap

golden material called amber And animals trapped in sticky natural
fossils. The most famous example of these fossils can be fo d right in the

biggest city, Los Angeles. Scientists have uncovered more than three million fo

Age at the La Brea Tar Pits, W-tgothgg cats andl mammathe. .
continue to dig up more fossils all the time! n ‘ f w. 1 '

Huge dinosaur skeletons are probably the most famous kinds of fossglkm hﬂ&
is a dinosaur called sauroposeidon (sore'- Scientists think thistype

was 60 feet long and weighed 60 tons—that eﬂuals 120 ,000 pounds! But f
huge. The tiniest dinosaur fossil was found in China, was only aﬁm’ it a
whidi is about the size %a box of cereal. Even tinier are the smallest fossils

que-grecan alga d"at lived on some rocks in Africa more than billion
_algae arealso t very oldest fossils everfound e l“m]” 1
' \0 4 | _ :
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Fossils glve usa wonderful window into our past, Today the scien ce ofls tudying s












