READING COMPRENHENSION

Dﬂeadmetextand answers the questions.

WORDL'S LARGEST SEAL

Inthe free ean waters of Antarctica, the planet's
largest seals make their home in a froz world.
These giants are southem elephant seals, and they
can gro

grow, as long as the le f a car and weigh. (4 J
as much,as two cars combined. The_narne"elephant ,

from eir giant trunk-like nose, Ied a proboscis
0 not have a proboscis
smaller,

A thick layer of blubber keeps southern elephant seals warm, in their icy h
clumsy on land, but in water they re grace 20

1,000 to 4,000 feet to hunt for s octnpus and various kinds of fis
stay underwater for 20 minutes or more. The longest underwater sessim
isan amazlngtwohours!Whentheymntothe surfaeetohmmws
Then they dive agalﬂ

While elephant seals spend most of their time swimming, they also ga
called colonies. One reason they come to land is to give birth and b
females. They battle for di deciding who will have large hare
enormous bodies, the males inflate their snouts and belle

However, sometimes only a physical battle can settle the matter.

permanent injury is rare. Females arriving on land give birthtoa
since the previous year.
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