READING COMPREHENS!ON

D Read the following text and answer the questions.

Diligence and Perseverance

Elizabeth was brooding in her room. She had sought asylum
there since spurious gossip about her began circu ating at
Seagrove Academy last week.

—————— L w

she had always had a rather reserved personality. Elizabeth
preferred to live vicariously through the stories of her more
razen friends: late night partying, fraternizing with boys,
ildish pranks. Still, she had taken to being more by herself
than usual since the Murfaced. You see, a student the T
had given headmaster Billings an anonymous "tip" that Elizabeth had cﬁ}'n:a_at_edJn :
year. What made this allegation especially damaginc.i was that Elizabeth had recent|
to receive the highly coveted Blauvelt Award, a scholarship recognizing “a emic
promise.’

Not that Elizabeth had ever been considered a social butterfly; ’
' -~

'!.: The accusations were Iaughable. Elizabeth had long been a stellar student at Seagrove.
E-' natural intelligence—this was true. However, she compensated for this deficit throut
£ perseverance; she was very thorough in her studies and exhibited an almost relentless

still, the accusations had given the recommendation committee pause, On Friday El
called to Mr. Billings's office, where she was questioned about her performance on
experience was quite traumatic.

Seagrove was an elite school; most of its students came from privileged backgrounds.
not the case for Elizabeth. Her family had little money. She attended Seag '
The Blauvelt Award would help Elizabeth's family pay for her college.

So it was with the same diligence that she applied to her studies that Elizabeth planned
accuser. She opened the school directory on her bed and began combing through ther

Seagrove was such a smalland insular community. A mere twenty-one kids would be in
class. Elizabeth knew it was inevitable that the person spreading rumors about her
light. It was just a matter of time.

@ As used in paragraph 1, which is the best synonym for spurious?
hurtful
terrible
(¢) serious -
@ untrue






The Truth About Coupons

Lots of people use coupons when they shop. Coupons
are tickets that give people discounts on different items.
For example, if a garton of eggs costs $3, it might cost 52 N\
with a coupon. You can get coupons in the mail, from the &
newspaper, or even from a website. Many people US€ jgm=

“Coupons because P
they think they will save a lot of money.

The truth is that coupons do not always
they have a coupon for it. They might not
you want, cut them out, and organize them. Then yc_;u have
when you go to different stores. Spending hours cutting out coupon
time.
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save you money. People oftgn buy
need it or even want t. Also, it takes timeto
to make sure you have
s may not be the best

Stores take the time and money to print coupons because they know a coupon can aki
come into a store. And once people are inside a store, they usually buy somethmg._ This.
coupons may help a store earn money without helping you save any.
@ The author of this passage argues that coupons
. (a) arean unfair trick stores use
@ never save people money
@ may not be worth using
@ take too much time to organize
(2) Based on its use in paragraph 1, it can be understood that discounts belongs t
following word groups?
(a) are an unfair trick stores use
never save people money
@ may not be worth using
take too much time to organize

@ In paragraph 2, the author writes,
purpose of this sentence is to

“The truth is that coupons do not always save
@ provide an example
(b) introduce an idea
(¢) answer a question

solve a problem












