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o D Read the text and answers the questions.

WORDL'S LARGEST SEAL

Inth freezing ocean waters of Antarctica, the planet’s
argest seals make their home in a frozen world.
giants are southern elephant seals, and they
ow as long as the length of a car and weigh
ch as two cars combined. The name “elephant
smes from both the males' enormous size and
Mt heir giant trunk-like nose, called a proboscis. P
' _'.-donothaveaprohosdsandtheyare =

k layer of blubber keeps southern elephant seals warm in their icy habitat. 1 ?( 3
on land, but In water they're graceful swimmers and incredible dive 40
04,000 feet to hunt for squid, octopus, and various kinds of fishfElephant seals

erwater for 20 minutes or mofe, The longest underwater session researchers
5 hours! When they return to the surface to breathe, it's only for a f&

lve again,

t seals spend most of their time swimming, they also gather on beache:
‘One reason they come to land is to give birth and breedfMa
e for dominance, deciding who will have large harems of fen :
es, the males inflate their snouts and bellow. Usually these confront:

ymetimes only a physical battle can settle the matter. These fights
is rare, Females arriving on land give birth to a single pup th
year.
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eds with a dominant male and then returns to the sea to feed. Her pup no

d is on its own. If it survives, it too will enter th .
_wkm&‘hndhtommnmmg |
‘grows, A smaller the northern elephant se:
However, under legal protections 4‘ *
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