’Usually when an animal or plant dies, it decomposes.
i it rots aWy to nothing over time. But tii

% gets burled at the bottom of an ‘ocean<‘m.la
sand or mud called ny years, the

skeleton ,-

sinto rock over the bones, which decay.When that happens, mlneré ‘
[ s and make a cast of the skeleton in the same shage as the original. Millions of
the rock sugroufiding the skeleton surfaces after an earthquake or after erosion from

EOLALIN ‘
'ﬁgfassll is then just waiting to be found, péghaps by someone like you digging it up from the
ground! There are some other, more unusual ways for fossils to form. Scientists have discovered

skeletons of animals that died {nstantly when a volcano erupted, their bones preserved in the

sk Small bugs or insects caught in tree sap can become fossils when the sap hardens into a T

gold ,7-»_materlal called amber. And animals trapped in sticky natural asphalt or tar can turn into

fossils. The most famous example of these fossils can be found right in the middle of California's

' , Los Angeles. Scientists have uncovered more than three million fossils from the Icé

at the La Brea Tar Pits, including saber-toothed cats and mammoths. And scientists there

continue to dig up more fossils all the time!

QEMggd_lnosaur skeletons are probably the most famous kinds of fossils. The largest ever found
Ba [sadhosaur called sauroposeidon (sore™-oh-puh-sie™-dun). Scientists think this type of dinosaur
- was 60 feet long and weighed 60 tons—that equals 120,000 pounds! But fossils are not always
' The tinlest dinosaur fossil was found in China. Microraptor was only about a foot long,
: ;;I_s_;abogtvthe size of a box of cereal. Even tinier are the smallest fossils ever discovered,
algae that lived on some rocks in Africa more than three billion years ago. Blue«greet; :

also the very oldest fossils ever found. .
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