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F GREAT FiRE OF LONDON
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eptthrough the central parts of the English

The Great Fire of London was amajor conflagration that sw
5 September 1666.

city of London, from Sunday, 2 September to Wednesday,

medieval City of London inside the old Roman city wall, It threatened, but did not
tic district of Westminster, Charles II's Palace of Whitehall, and most of
the suburban slums. It consumed 13,200 houses, 87 parish churches, St Paul’s Cathedral
and most of the buildings of the City authorities. It is estimated to have destroyed the

homes of 70,000 of the City’s 80,000 inhabitants.

The fire gutted the
reach, the aristocra

The death toll is unknown but traditionally thought to have been small, as only
six verified deaths were recorded. This reasoning has recently been |
challenged on the grounds that the deaths of poor and middle-
class people were not recorded, while the heat of the fire may
have cremated many victims leaving no recognisable remains.

A melted piece of pottery on display at the Museum of London

found by archaologists in Pudding Lane, where the fire started,

shows that the temperature reached 1700 °C.

The Great Fire started at the bakery of Thomas Farriner (or
Farynor) on Pudding Lane, shortly after midnight on Sunday, 2
September, and spread rapidly west across the City of London,
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The use of the major firefightin
demolition, was critically delaye

City, destroying St Paul's Cathedral and leapi
while coordinated firefighting efforts were
is considered to have been won by two fac
London garrison used gunpowder to Create

sll's court at Whiteh
( e all, '
simultaneously mobilising. The battle to quench the fire |

tors: the strong east winds died down, and the Tower of |
effective firebreaks to halt further spread eastward. |

The social and e i
e resesggrc:\m'c plroblems created by the disaster were overwhelming. Evacuation from ‘
€nt elsewhere were strongly encouraged by Charles II, who feared a London

rebellion amongs i :
D gst the dispossessed refugees. Despite numerous radical proposals, London was ‘

reconstricted on essentially the same street plan used before the fire. TR

1. Many suburban slums were burnt down
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2. How many inhabitants had their homes destroyed?
13,200. )
@ 70,0004 o have desfoNe flog home s OF 90
80,000, & V¢ <5 @0,002 1 nhabitasy
3. There were many deaths recorded.
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